Aurora in the Antebellum

the role of Aurora, Ohio in the antebellum abolition and Union movements



Background

The Western Reserve was heavily involved in
the abolition movement in the antebellum
period.

One of the most notable abolitionists in the
area was Hudson resident John Brown, who
would later lead the infamous raid on Harper's
Ferry, escalating tensions between the north
and south in the year before the Civil War.






Aurora was less enthusiastic than the
surrounding towns. For example, when an
abolitionist from Hudson came to speak at the

Church in Aurora, he was driven out by an
angry mob.



The following documents give direct evidence
of Aurora'’s political participation immediately
before the Civil War.



Fot tho Pratx Dzainss

'l‘wlnuburgh and Aurora Asvhite!

. Twixssunen, Asgust 18, 1800,

J W, Gxuw, Drar Sin:—in pursuance of a

11, jtho Pemocrats mict at their Head' ‘Quarters
fnat evcnlng, for tho pux-poae of forming a Dovo-
Lag god Jonnaox Clab,, e Hayxs was called'to
Vo~ il ““dmrd “JonwManpxy; Secrctary,” the
President stated the object of the Meeting, when
thio fullowing pﬂmnncm omcers were appoint
ed e

Presldent, Hunry Baldwin; Vloo-l’rcu!donu,
MG Blahop, and C."Hanka’; Secretary Jobi
Maddon ; Tronsuver, B, W, Clark; Exeecutlve
Comittee, J, ¥, Clark Jamea Rosch, A.:L
Nelson, and 0. Rouiger. The Club of Twinsburg,
tho objoct i3 Lo-secure us anany votes a8 possible
for Dovaras nnd Jonxsox at the coming clection,
A-committeo of three were appointed to draft u
Qonstitution aud By-Laws awd report-at next
mocting, On motion, a copy of the proceedings
of this moeting were ordered to, be scnt to the
Prary Deaven and Swnmil Denovracy for pub,
lication. On motion, the meeting adjourned to
mecs again Monday b\cm ng, Augvst 27, 1860,

HENRY BALDWIN, President,

Jonx Maopry, Sec'y.

P, & Ineed hardly say to you, the Democrats
of this place oro up and dressed, es the large Jist
of your vuluable P. D. taken here tells it3 own
atory, which now numbers about oue hundred
and twenty-five, To-day our Club turned out
about fifty strong, accompanied by J. W. Fessen-
don’s Band, to help our brother Democrats of
Aurora raise a splendid pole, but we found them
strong enough to raise it thewmselves,  Addresses
were delivered by B. Ilumphbrey, B. Spaulding,
L., and Gen..Nelson Ezgleston.

There is not a Bolter in this place, vor is there
oue in any of tho adjoining towns that we can
liear of. They had to impert one from .Akron
to: take the census. . There is oot one copy of old
Funk’s paper taken bere, nor never was, and that
is not all, we don't want them.

Yours, JOHN MADDEN. "

Newspaper article documenting Aurorans’ political participation in the 1860
election



" There is not a Bolter in

this place, nor is there
one in any of the
adjoining towns we can
hear of. "



This illustrates Aurora’s defiant attitude
toward critics; Aurorans had become proud to
say that they were affiliated with the Union.



l.etter from Aurora,

AURORA, On April 27,1801.—H., Hurd & Sons
are uow dolng business under the wgls of the
Awcrleen Flag. Unlon mon, call and sae,

‘T'ho Democratic Postmaster also suspended
the Stars and BStripes from the Post office thls
mornlng,

Greas change! “The weak in falth, recelve
yo.” Throe party leaders, who last Saturday
wore praying for the vengeance of the Almighty
and Jeff. Davis to vielt Washiogton and the
Cabinet, are now commending the Administra-
tlon, and expressing thelr ardent love for the
Unlon. ANOHORA,
- Iteview,

Aunera, May 1st, 1801,

H. Iurd & S8ons were nolaware but what thoy
were Amcerican citizens, or that the Stars and
Stripes belonged 1o the weak in falih excluslve-
ly, until an article lo tho dally Resicw, of April
20th, from “Anchora” called thelr attention to
the faet, or that the American flag belouged Lo

that part of tho party to which he clalmed to be-

long.

\60 nlso consider it further evidence of tho
oor Laste, which we know he posscsses, to re-
er to politlcal differences In times liko thesc
when all troo men set party feelings aslde and

are rmd{ and willing to march with a firm step

aond uoflinching eye even up to the cannons
mouth to defend thoat flagz. And that we have
the courage to do so, if necessity requires, au
fogredient which we think but slighily mixed
lin the making up of “Anchora’s" long propor-
tlons.

To all Unlon men we extend a cordlal invlila-
tion to call and see us as well as our flag, fer to
that party, thank God, we belong.

We say let the glorions Stars and Stripes float
to the breezo from every house top, ‘etter box
nnd village green, as emblematical of fidellty
and devotion, untll traitors are no more.

The Stars and Biripes forover,
H. Horp & Soxs.

Newspaper article detailing Aurorans’ contradictory stance on the war



" Three party leaders, who last
Saturday were praying for the
vengeance of the Almighty and
Jeff. Davis to visit Washington and
the Cabinet, are now commending
the Administration, and expressing
their ardent love for the Union. "



Rowdylsm In Aurora.
Auvnona, Portagoe County, May 4, 1861,

Eoivor PLaiNn Drauks :—About the only town
on tho Reeerve, whero rowdylsm is rumpant and
patriotlsmn delunct, is the litdle town of Aurores
Thoro i3 ovidently somethiog wroug in the body
o! tho corporution aud a weak, as well as a solt
p'aco, In 1any of the leading spirits who control
tho actlon of the peoplo. In thaes liko thoso wheu
tho Government 18 in mmivent peril—uall mxx,
who Akk wen arc forgetting party, and alj
nssoulations and rushing to defend tho Flag, it is
vory hunllinting 1o loarn § at there should be on
tho enlightened Reserve, a comumunity hiko that
at Aurora, Nothing thus far has boen done ln
that town, elther in ralelog fiyhting men, or money
t uld the causo,  Au cllort, however, hns buon
mudo to organizo a howe guard, and oven that
falied, Two meotings bave alroady been called
for that purpose ond only fourteen mon found
ready to dofend thelr own homes, Qut of these
fourteen men there are twelvo candidates for the

captulavy, At the last wecting which was on
Friduy lust, & serles ol Jesolutions were adopted,
casting cortain reflections upon pertajn individu-
als, but no resolution was adopted to assist one
iota in tho cause, or to raiso a dollar, The whole
thing was a porfect * jangle.”

It is to be Lhoped that tho wowmen of Auro-
ra will now take this mabter in band, aud
milse & vompauy of nursos to tuke proper
vare of theso fourteon gallant voluntoers, as it ig
greatly to bo feared that they will need the pro-

| teotion of ali the ‘;&uudhua ls,” should gome
| chivalrous son of the Hoyth m‘:io un Inroad upon
| the Cliecseocracy of that viginlty,

ORTH.WEST.

Article denouncing Aurorans' meager participation in the beginning of the
Civil War



In this article, we can see that Aurora was
seen as unenthusiastic by neighboring towns.
This article was intended to be a rally or call

to arms for the people of Aurora.



Reasons for Lack of Participation

At this point in time, Aurora’s cheese business was
booming, and much of this trade was done with
Southerners. Economically, Aurorans had a lot to lose if
the north and south were to come into conflict.

There were also tensions due to the fact that Aurora, as a
rural community, tended to be more Democratic, and, at
that point in time, the Democratic Party tended to favor
the Confederacy.

This may have influenced Aurorans to take a more neutral
stance on abolition and be less enthusiastic supporters of
the Union during the early years of the Civil War.



Conclusion

In conclusion, Aurora was seen as less
enthusiastic in the abolition and pro-Union
movements. Initially, Aurorans were resistant
to the movements, but later supported them,
however reluctantly at first. This was
motivated by economic and political reasons.



Sources

The Cleveland Plain Dealer (newspaper)
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Aurora (book)

More Than a Landmark: A History of the
Church in Aurora (book)



