
Aurora in the Antebellum
the role of Aurora, Ohio in the antebellum abolition and Union movements



Background

The Western Reserve was heavily involved in 
the abolition movement in the antebellum 
period.
 
One of the most notable abolitionists in the 
area was Hudson resident John Brown, who 
would later lead the infamous raid on Harper's 
Ferry, escalating tensions between the north 
and south in the year before the Civil War.



John Brown



Aurora was less enthusiastic than the 
surrounding towns. For example, when an 
abolitionist from Hudson came to speak at the 
Church in Aurora, he was driven out by an 
angry mob.



The following documents give direct evidence 
of Aurora's political participation immediately 
before the Civil War.



Newspaper article documenting Aurorans' political participation in the 1860 
election



" There is not a Bolter in 
this place, nor is there 

one in any of the 
adjoining towns we can 

hear of. "



This illustrates Aurora's defiant attitude 
toward critics; Aurorans had become proud to 
say that they were affiliated with the Union.



Newspaper article detailing Aurorans' contradictory stance on the war



" Three party leaders, who last 
Saturday were praying for the 
vengeance of the Almighty and 

Jeff. Davis to visit Washington and 
the Cabinet, are now commending 
the Administration, and expressing 
their ardent love for the Union. "



Article denouncing Aurorans' meager participation in the beginning of the 
Civil War



In this article, we can see that Aurora was 
seen as unenthusiastic by neighboring towns. 
This article was intended to be a rally or call 
to arms for the people of Aurora. 



Reasons for Lack of Participation 
At this point in time, Aurora's cheese business was 
booming, and much of this trade was done with 
Southerners. Economically, Aurorans had a lot to lose if 
the north and south were to come into conflict.
 
There were also tensions due to the fact that Aurora, as a 
rural community, tended to be more Democratic, and, at 
that point in time, the Democratic Party tended to favor 
the Confederacy.
 
This may have influenced Aurorans to take a more neutral 
stance on abolition and be less enthusiastic supporters of 
the Union during the early years of the Civil War.



Conclusion

In conclusion, Aurora was seen as less 
enthusiastic in the abolition and pro-Union 
movements. Initially, Aurorans were resistant 
to the movements, but later supported them, 
however reluctantly at first. This was 
motivated by economic and political reasons.
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